St Andrew’s Society of Oakland
3565 Whitehall Court
Pleasanton, CA 94588
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Thanks go to their daughter Lindsay for sending in
the above.

Bill and Olive’s 60th anniversary was on thé"29
August and they are sent many Congratulations and
Best Wishes from all their friends in the Society!

Way to go kids!

% $ "

The President’s Post

For those that managed to attend the 4 Clubs
Ceilidh, it was a great night, and sure to be a
recurring event. The place was packed due to the
extended reach of the 4 clubs and offered the
chance to catch up on old times with old friends.
The John Taylor band kept it going and the dance
floor was never empty, similar to the bottom of my
glass, according to Janet... | give special thanks to
the leadership from the other organizations: Steve
Lind (PBFSCO), Alan Purves (CCofSF) & Fred
Rutledge (SASSF) for making this happen.

Hot on the heels of the ceilidh was the Big One,
Pleasanton Highland Games organized by the
Caledonian Club of San Francisco. Another terrific
Highland Games weekend & all encompassing in
the cultural diversity it offers.

It was good to see many Society members lurking
around the Alameda fairgrounds, avoiding the heat
and having a good time. A special highlight of that
weekend was the Alex Moir memorial trophy,
presented to the winner of the Grade 4 snare
drumming competition. | was delighted to
participate in that presentation and have Alexmglo
time friend from Motherwell, Jim Muir on stage for
the presentation as well. The winner was bursting
with excitement, enthusiasm and anticipation, as
only a kid can be. Alex would have loved it.

After the furious flurry of the last month, your
entertainment committee has been working hard to
get our Annual Banquet organized, for November
17th. The Crowne Plaza, Pleasanton recently
informed us that they could not host us due to
construction work, as such, they did find another
venue for us, the Sheraton 4 Points in Pleasanton.
However, that's not as simple as my single sentence
implies and we’re still dotting the i’'s and croggin
the t's, thanks to Nancy for coordinating with the
hotels and the entertainment committee for their
prompt attention to working through this. Be
assured, the venue is good, entertainment is liped
and there will be a St. Andrew’s Society room rate
for those wishing to stay over...details to follow.



Last, but not least, elections are on the horizon f
the Society leadership, if you'd like to throw your
hat in the ring, let us know. Unfortunately, dueato
work commitment, | will not be running for re-
election. | am truly sad and disappointed to
announce this to the Society but am secure in the
knowledge that it has been around for a wee while
and will continue to prosper. | have been fortunate
to have had the support of a great team, officers,
members and friends, which will continue for the
Society. On a personal note, | have accepted a new
position in Denver, Co. and the family will be
moving next year, as close to June as we can
manage. This was an unexpected direction for us
and not something we were pursuing, but,
opportunity came knocking and we’'re all looking
forward to the change.

That's it from me, until the next time...take care,
stay healthy.

lan Robertson

September 9 1513 James IV and the

flower of Scotland's nobility were killed in
battle at Flodden Field, near Branxton, in the
English county of Northumberland.

September 9 1543 Mary Queen of Scots
crowned at Stirling Castle.

September 9 1935 Benny Lynch won the
World Flyweight boxing title, defeating
Jackie Brown in 2 rounds.

September 9 1963 Jim Clark became the
(then) world's youngest F1 motor racing
champion.

September 10 1771 Birth of Mungo Park

at Foulshiels, near Selkirk. He became an
explorer and doctor who charted the course
of the River Niger.

September 11 1297 Battle of Stirling
Bridge, Wallace (as famously portrayed by
Mel Gibson in "Braveheart") defeated
Edward I.

September 11 1997 Referendum on
Devolution which approved the creation of a
new Scottish Parliament by a substantial
majority.

September 12 1715 Jacobites defeated
government forces at Battle of Sheriffmuir.

September 13 1644 Battle of Aberdeen, in
which the Marquis of Montrose captured the
city.

September 13 1645 Royalist troops under
Marquis of Montrose defeated by
Covenanters led by David Leslie at Battle of
Philiphaugh.

September 13 1938 John Smith, politician
and at one time leader of the Labour Party,
born at Dalmally, Argyll.

September 14 1402 Scots led by 4th Earl
of Douglas defeated at the Battle of
Homildon Hill by English army led by Percy
'‘Hotspur'.

September 14 1745 Bonnie Prince
Charlie, Charles Edward Stuart, occupied
Edinburgh.



September 15 St Mirren Day (patron saint
of Paisley).

September 15 1773 The "Hector" leaves
Loch Broom, near Ullapool, to sail to
Pictou, Nova Scotia, carrying emigrants
escaping from the "Clearances".

Oor Wullie in the News.....Aqgain

4,400GBP was paid, this week in
Edinburgh, for an original drawing of Oor
Woaullie sitting on his bucket. It had the
artist’s signature on it, Dudley D Watkins,
and the selling price was way above the
autioneer’s estimate of 500GBP!

Entertainment

If you want a good belly laugh go and see
“Death at a Funeral”. Steve and | went to
see it last weekend in San Francisco and
thought it was one of the funniest British
movies we’ve watched in a long time. The
actors were brilliant and the lines hilarious
with just the right amount of cringe factor.
Definitely one to see!

Weather in Scotland Last Month

I hear nothing but complaints about the
weather each time | phone home and no
wonder! Apparently, it has been the coldest
August since 1994 and the wettest, with
rainfall nearly 25% higher than usual. Some
areas had 50% above the average and the
highest temperature reached 77F, and that
was really towards the end of the month. |
think when we go back to visit the Old
Country, we should take a wee bit of
Californian sunshine with us!

This next recipe is a straight copy
from the Rampant Scotland website.

Drambuie Ice Cream
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A Scotsman phones a dentist to
enquire about the cost for a tooth
extraction.

"£85 for an extraction, sir" the
dentist replied.

"£85!! Huv ye no'got anythin'
cheaper?"

"That's the normal charge," said the
dentist .

"Whit aboot if ye didnae use any
anesthetic?"

"That's unusual, sir, but | could do it
and knock £15 off.

"Whit aboot if ye used one of your
dentist trainees and still without an
anesthetic?"



"l can't guarantee their > 5

professionalism and it'll be painful, < !
but the price could drop to £40". K
' 5 !
"How aboot if ye make it a trainin’ $ $
session, ave yer student do the . K
extraction with the other students = 5 +. 0
watchin' and learnin'?" )
: .. : 'K
It'll be good for the students", mulled % 5 ,7? !
the dentist. "and it's going to be very , # 0 <, $% %
traumatic, but I'll charge you £5." $ K
%% 5 I, $$
"Och, now yer talkin' laddie! It's a $ K
deal," said the Scotsman. "Can ye o
. : : Yo 5 2 !
confirm an appointment for the wife | 5
next Tuesday then? 5 )K
%L 5 $ ,
- $ ' K
($ ) * %& 5 )0 !
21 _ IK %FF: 00+
! ! g K
% )  $ $ !
% ) ! ! I 0 $ !
5 $$ + K $$ K
> 4 %: 5 ! !
A- K Co <2
L 5 ! 0 + K
| K | $ (
& 5 7 !
: %FL/ A $ & 4 e
K "5
&4 [ 5 |
5 l L )
| | &6 7
# $! K A
5 | I
K

Well, if you didn’t manage to attend the Four Cl@xlidh, you missed a great night. The band kieptdance
floor crowded, the Scottish food was excellentififgato Alex Henderson) and the pipe bands weralveeys,
first class! Even all the young people thorougdityoyed the night and thought the dancing was fDan’t
wait until the next one. | don’'t have many pictyrbut the three on the left (next page) are froyrotdest
son’s camera — the decent ones at least! Thevegsttoo daft to put in the Echoes (young uns -H)huhthink
the Whisky Tasting was too much for him! The néxee are from Kay Deehan — Thanks Kay!!!



Some pictures from the ceilidh

The Young Uns enjoying themselves on the balcony! Whisky tasting — hic!

Colin Ritchie and Steve Wigley about to The Lassies enjoying thenhses!

get tucked into their pies!

The Pipe Band giving it “laldy”! “Away the Lads!”
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Officers

lan Robertson
2532 Crystal Way, Antioch, CA 94531 925 755 2520
Email:irobe@comcast.net

Vacant

Nancy Wigley
3565 Whitehall Ct, Pleasanton, CA 94588 925 44089
Email: ns_wigley@yahoo.com

lan Myles
38346 Jacaranda Ct, Newark, CA 94560 510 797 9621
Email: ianmyles@att.net

Alan Wigley
3565 Whitehall Ct, Pleasanton, CA 94588
Email: wigleywatsit@yahoo.com 925 989 1385

Janet Robertson

2532 Crystal Way, Antioch, CA 94531 925 755 2520
Email: janet.Robertson@usa.net

Jacqueline Ritchie

3008 Ferndale Ct, Pleasanton, CA 94588 925 426 892
Email: jacquelinelritchie@yahoo.com

Calendar of Upcoming Events:

Nov 17"

Dec 9"

St Andrew’s Society of Oakland, St Andrew’s Bangue

Seniors Christmas Party, Oor Nancy’'s Hoose

Answers to A Wee Quiz:

1Edinburgh; 2 The Romans; 3 Blue; 4 GleneaglegHbtProof strength of whisky; 6
Shipbuilding; 7 Five; 8 Forres; 9 Dennis the MenddeSpirit Optic; 11A Crown and
Thistle; 12 Keep Right On To The End of the Ro&IEWwan McGregor; 14 The Crow
Road; 15 Ae Fond Kiss; 16 Johnny Beattie

10



